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and peasants of the country; and the recent
murder of Mr. Boutain, a French traveller
whom I had known at Cairo, was cited in con-
firmation of this state of things.             j
A second request was therefore made to the
governor, to furnish us with an official letter in
Arabic, stating that we were on our way to
meet with Suliman Pasha, with whom we had
business, and begging all his officers through
whose districts we might pass to suffer us to pur-
sue our journey without interruption. It was
late in the evening before the dragoman returned,
but he brought with him the letter required,
stating that the governor had granted it with
great readiness, and wished us a voyage of
peace.
Preparations for our departure were now
necessary j and late as the hour was, and strong-
ly as we were pressed on all sides to detain our-
selves at least for a day, that arrangements
might be made for our security, and a proper
.person chosen to accompany us, I persevered in
my resolution to set out from hence with the
dawn*
For this purpose we hired two fresh mules,
their driver bringing with him his own ass, at
the same rate as those,we had ridden from Soor
to this place, namely, sixty piastres for the